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The Mapmakers' Race

Eirlys Hunter - Illus. Kirsten Slade

Five children have 28 days to map a rail
route through the mountains in this
exciting adventure-race for middle

readers.

A scrumptious adventure with danger, pathos, a
hilarious mix of villains and a crucial deadline.

Barbara Else, author

Sal, Joe, Francie and Humphrey misplace their
mother as they begin the Great Race to map a
rail route through an uncharted wilderness. Their
money is gone and their father didn’t come back
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from his last adventure. This race is their last
chance.

They have twenty-eight days to find and map the

best route. There’ll be bears, bees, bats, river
crossings, cliff falls, impossible weather—but
worst of all, they're racing five teams of adults
who don’t play by the rules.

Read the first chapter here.

The Mapmakers’ Race is an exciting, credible, well-
paced adventure story. One of those now-hard-to-
find junior fiction novels that have no parents in the
action. The kids individually and as a group are so
credibly drawn, | loved them all, their strengths and
weaknesses. Marion Castree, Unity Books
Wellington

Author James Russell said he loved it so much
he couldn't wait for the release to review it for Jesse
Mulligan on Radio NZ...

Go behind the scenes and meet the
characters with this video of Eirlys Hunter
reading the first chapter, while Kirsten Slade
draws in the Kiwi bush — dive into the story...


https://geckopress.createsend1.com/t/i-l-bhulhdk-zhyhuyuyh-j/
https://geckopress.createsend1.com/t/i-l-bhulhdk-zhyhuyuyh-t/

Gecko Press & The Children's Bookshop

warmly invite you to celebrate the release of

Tlustrated by Kirsten Slade

Tuesday 3rd July, 6pm to 8pm
RSVP essential at office@geckopress.com

The Children’s Bookshop
Shop 26 Kilbirnie Plaza

10 Rongotai Rd
Kilbirnie Wellington

Make

More information - RSVP

a Difference Market Saturday 30
June

Brighten up your winter at Sustainability Trust's
Winter Market in Wellington!

Join us at the Make a Difference Market on
Saturday June 30 in Wellington. This unique

market will inspire locals who like to make a

difference with the power of their spending.

More information
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Curiously Good Book
recommendations

Eirlys Hunter shares her favourite children’s

books: "The list includes books | loved as a child,
books that | read to my children, books that |
have made my students read, a book by an ex-
student and one of my three-year-old grandson’s
favourites. Caveat: this is today’s list. Next week’s
list will be different.” List available here.

Portrait by Kirsten Slade

For more information about The Mapmakers’
Race click here and for any enquiries please email
us at office@geckopress.com
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