HIDE-AND-SEEK EXPERTS CVERY DAY IS REPLETE WITH

When embarking upon

an investigation it is very
important to be aware of all the
anti-investigation tactics your
subject will use. That way you'll
know exactly where to look.

Thare's
Semething
peculiar about
this Tree..

Bitterns are patterned just like
the rushes they live amongst.
They stand like this to blend in
extra well.

Befor’e you ask, no I DON'T
Taste like orange Choc chip!

It's common for harmless
insects to mimic poisonous ones,
but very rare for birds. Adult
cinereous mourners are grey-
brown, but their chicks look like
very big, hairy, toxic caterpillars.
They even stick their necks out
and squirm like one!

Dotterel chicks are like
fluffy versions of the eggs
they hatch from, speckled
like beach pebbles.

INVESTIGATIVE OPPORTUNITIES

Ptarmigans (the P is silent)
change their outfits seasonally.
In winter they're almost invisible
against a snowy backdrop, and
in summer they are dressed as
lichen-covered rocks.
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Tawny frogmouths look more
like tree branches than tree
branches do sometimes. Until
they open their eyes and mouth.

TREE mod¢ HeLLo! move

Facusin-ij on the background p,

of borinj TV Shows

Befnj aLijeg[ outside for
Some 'Fragh air
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If you live somewhere with noticeable seasons,
the best time to look for bird nests is in winter
when deciduous (that'’s the opposite of evergreen)
trees lose all their leaves. You can spot the dense
clumps of last summer'’s nests. A blustery storm
might knock them to the ground. The nests won't
be in use at this time of year, so it’s okay for you to
look closely at the design and what theyre made
of. You might be able to guess what sort of bird
made the nest, and next spring you can watch to
see if those birds return to the same tree to make
fresh nests.

If youre marvellously observant and spot a bird’s
nest during breeding season, back away and only
keep watch from afar. The parent birds will need
to come and go freely to get food for themselves
and their chicks and they’ll be too afraid if youre
right there.

BUWLLDING MATERIALS

You tan leave nice bits and pieces lying

around olwrinj nes‘l'inj season and wait for

Lirds to Carry them away.

Very sad)

Try weaving together a few twigs and pieces of

grass and you'll be in awe of how clever birds are.

And they have to do it with their mouths.
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SPIDER WEBS

BLACKBIRD

A Ccarefully woven basket
With a Smooth mud bow/
inside, only about a grown-up’s
height off the ground.

STARLING

Starlings will build their
nests in 2ny Cosy hele

'Hu.lj can Find.

EVROPEAN GOLDFINCH

A Snvggly cup made mostly
from anything Soft and

Fluﬁ‘g.

FLAMINGO
A mud castle on The

round near the water,
tall enough to KEEf the

€99 and Chick dry.

HOUSE SPARROW

| arge and loose, made from
jony pieces Of dry grass
Built in very Iqijh ﬁrﬂﬂc‘]efl

(Tkeg'll also bmilo{.‘msts y
in 'ﬁ;uno{ holes like Gf'arl'ings.)
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BANDED DOTTEREL

Noﬂinj more Than a little
dip in” the beach lOe&Hes,

mlmos"‘ inVi‘Sl"ble!

SWALLOW

Made From lots of mud [ike
o a'H'?-rj bowl. Bulf in

Shelfered nooks [ike a cave
or an old Shed.

)

ADELIE PENGUIN

ile of |V Htle FOC.ks‘, Thgse
f/‘:}qffej 9000( nests in ﬂnfnrc-h‘cﬂ
because 'H’\ey allow Snow and
ice to drain away.

Collecting enough pebbles is hard
Work So Pi’-njwfns will steal
from their neigh bours When

'Hﬂ?.:j can.

LONG-TAILED TIT

/qn ex+reme_lg Snvg design
With walls and a raof.

Uses [ots of lichen)‘fem'i'he/rs,
anol Cobwebs.

| — )




A HANDSOME CHAP
A MALLARD DRAKE IN HIS BREEDING PLUMAGE CURIOUS DUCKS oF THE WORLD
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HOUSE SPARROWS

It's easy for people to overlook sparrows, because

they don't have bright feathers and they're always

just there. Any detective worth their salt knows
that the sneakiest, most interesting stuff often
happens in plain sight.

They're fantastic to watch. They're always doing
something and chatting about it loudly.

A sparcow carrying a hgavy load has
to flap o lot harder than UWsuaf.
Listen and You tan hear +he difference.

Sparrows don't scratch in the dirt for worms.
Adult sparrows mostly eat seeds (or cracker
crumbs and dropped sandwiches), but they can't
feed those to their chicks. During nesting season,
you might notice sparrows searching the eaves
of houses for spiders, or hunting in trees for fat
caterpillars to take back to their babies.

A bird affronches!
| will use my Sk fo
bungee to Safety /
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Dug'} ba thing

spacrows like
l/ (chnr baths too)

up te Keep warm.

Hopping and
’Derchinj fg et

o - 4

Males have a
black feather bit

Sparrows can be brave or shy, depending on
where they live and how many humans they're
used to seeing.

Town sparrows are after everyone's crumbs, so
they'll hop under park benches while people are
still sitting on them, or they'll wait until someone’s
gone to the toilet at a cafe before helping
themselves to a warm scone.

Not fat, just fluffed
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CORVIDS

The corvus family includes rooks, ravens and
which all look pretty similar. They're all black with
big beaks, but they're not identical if you take
them time to look carefully.

Ruffled and

bristly st beak
Z out of These

‘[ three birds

About the Size of @
well-Ted house il

Fale beak

No Feathers

on MGS'I‘ of

its face S

B;gger than a crow

but Smaller than )\)

a raven (JMS‘]‘ rijhf
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The call of a crow is often used in movies to make
places feel spooky, but a crow isn't spooky! People
even call groups of them ‘a murder of crows'.

This isn't very fair because corvids are exceptionally
clever birds, and can be sweet and generous too.

If youre always really nice to the crows in your
neighbourhood they'll bring you gifts.

The opposite is true too. If youre mean to a crow
it'll remember what you look like and scowl at you
every time you walk past. What's more, that crow
will tell all its friends and they’ll gang up on you.
So always remember your manners.

Sm "1”9/"/
narrower beak /
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How To PICK UP A CHICKEN

(pm«’-f wi”lf. Y
'FV;"?"'S v +|’\‘Vﬂ'” look
[1)e feckqble werms.

Z.Wl’lﬂr\ ‘H‘-?a Chi cken is i Thin reach,
Cu‘b’\ﬂof.ﬂmﬂj but Cﬂ]mlﬂ put Yy
|(lavnaLS over haoar back hike +his.

/

4’- PFESS heor Cmfwfﬂluj next to
Y ewr b”‘ﬁ ]Jkg So..,

P IF She 'Fla‘H’e/_nS
S— lurself agmnst

== the grownd. ib's Shug
becamse she Thinks

Youre a sooster

"’rj;flj to mate with her.

|. First, earn the chicken’s frust :

Pu.'}' wheat or fat CﬂfwPf”Mﬂs n
Yowr hand and hold it flat

Make Soft Cluckinj naises,

3. Hn‘o{. o Wl‘njs 'Pl‘rm’j ﬂjm)n-;'t‘
haor %oobj so She doesm't Flap
and 3@/(: MJWEDL

hot Soneezy
i ¢

5-. Tell har all your Secrefs.

You're
fwghwryi’rc =
(LE+ her 9o ;

as Seon as She 9‘2% :
gets Wriggly.)




Room For ong more?

They peck each other’s faces to fight for their
position in the pecking order. It can get quite
mean and leave some hens with scabbed and

BEAUTIFUL and SILLY CHICKEN BREEDS

Like dogs and cats, domestic chickens come in Fanciers compete against each bloody combs.

hundreds of different breeds. People who keep other to have the fanciest bird. . . .

special breeds of domestic birds, like pigeons They don't make them do Given half a cha.nce, Ch.ICken_S chase, kill and
and chickens, are called fanciers. obstacle courses though. devour small animals like mice. They look very

like their dinosaur ancestors when they do it.

The pecking order is how a flock of chooks decide
among themselves who is boss, second boss, third
boss...or bottom of the heap. The hens at the top
of the pecking order get the first choice of roost,
nesting spot and food. It's not always the biggest
chicken at the top; she might just be the canniest.

LLEARN TO SPEAK CHICKENISH

Daok dook dook!
Dook dook! Dook!

COME HERE, | FOUND

SomEg Foop!

If you're lucky enough to have pet chickens,
or there are some living in a park near you,
you can learn what theyre saying.
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TRANSYLVANIAN
NAKED NECK

kun kv kun KA -AAH!
kKVH KUH KUH KA ‘AAH-’

Look ouT/

o =%

BARRED ROCK

Whe Stole

ny baH‘am?_’ Even L

dan-t+ ol
& o

Works.

Ba GAWK!!

| LAID AN EGG!

BROK-o0k- 0k BROK?"

IS THAT A BANANA MUFFIN ?

V4

RUMPLESS

90 91

% THIS ONE IS UNVERIFIED




OWLS

Owls are irresistibly charming birds, with

their wide eyes and saucer faces. And compared
to other birds, they have quite a lot of facial
expressions.

There are about 200 different types of owl in
the world.

BURROWING QWL
Athene cunicularia

HUIn"'S Oluﬂ'.ﬂj
The 0[0»5 andl

lives in holas
in The 5raund.

Although most owls are nocturnal, not all
of them are.

NOATHERN PYEMY-OWL
Glawcidium gnoma
Hunts for little birds
qna[ mmmmals in

the Sunshine.

o % ;@
A & -

IOWL AT FUNSET,

FRONT

Brtk
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Because owls are always

watching you it's very

difficult to see the back
of their head.

Maybe | have
tyes there too.--

Owls can turn their
heads so far around it

looks like they could ]
go all the way anwd VAl ‘ (o ! ’

unscrew like a bottle cap. g+£’. a l-H"I Ma d e ; ‘ ' v

Fortunately their heads & Even really big owls can fly in Vg w - F aci ﬂ’ 0(- isc

only rotate three-quarters
of a full circle, so we don't
have a headless owl problem.

almost perfect silence. Most
birds make a swooping sound as
the air rushes over their wings, faces to help them listen.

but an owl's wing feathers have Y X Sound vibrations bounce
(GREAT GREY OWL i a comb-like edge to break up the . . o : off the disc and are

Strix nebulosa 3 air and stop it whooshing. V. - . _ directed fowards
3 - : . the owl’s ears.

Owls use their big satellite dish

Caucer gyes N

Really big eyes are better for

seeing at night because they 4, = . L op S| 0(, e 0(_ e ars
absorb more light. It's like how - f

the pupil of your eye grows . An owl knows exactly where
1% +hin kin large when you're in the dark amouse is hiding by whether
about rabpits, and then shrinks when / - 'S the tiny rustling noise was

heard by its left or right ear
first. Even more remarkably,

¥
U i FE a 'Hl.z/r e 0(- (i owls have wonky ears. One
E A ,o\ T F TS —— - | 0 j 9 Vg j i |\ /N : is higher than the other on
‘ " ’ its head, so the owl knows if

K i {.' P) ﬂ a sound is coming from high
up or low down.

you turn on a light.
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These tufty bits that some
owls have look like ears, but Zv 90 Adact

they're just feathers, and kind f¢fkg ; i {e . f 9 + 7] I ons

of like eyebrows. They go up

or down depending on what f N =t I f ! 2
the owl is thinking. ' \ % = i q ] b a-

BARN OWL





